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Dear Proposers:

The Napa Valley Transportation Authority (NVTA) is issuing a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
for Custom Wrap Design for Vine Electric Buses that will result in a fixed amount award made to 
each finalist(s) chosen for $750 to go toward material costs and two separate fixed amount 
awards made to the first place Artist for $5,000 and the second place Artist for $1,500. The 
deadline for art submissions to qualify is scheduled for January 31, 2025. The Finalist(s) chosen 
will be announced February 14, 2025, with a new deadline for preliminary design submissions 
being due March 28, 2025. An award agreement will be made for the first place Artist on April
14, 2025, and a placement award to the Artist who comes in second place. The final artwork for 
the bus wrap design is due to NVTA on May 28, 2025. NVTA invites all artists from the Bay Area 
and greater Northern California region to submit qualifications in the form of artist samples. 
Local artists from Napa County, CA will be given a point preference in the initial evaluation 
phase for their submissions.

Any agreement to be awarded as a result of this RFQ will be awarded without discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, race, religious creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, denial of family and medical care leave, medical condition (cancer/genetic 
characteristics) physical handicap, disability (mental or physical) including HIV and AIDS, denial 
of pregnancy disability leave or reasonable accommodation, marital status, age (40 and above).

To obtain a full copy of the RFQ, please contact NVTA office at (707) 259-8790 or download the 
document in PDF format from our NVTA website. All inquiries pertaining to this RFQ should be 
emailed to Renel Coombs, Procurement & Contracts Administrator, at the following email 
address: rcoombs@nvta.ca.gov . 

Deadline for Qualification Submissions is January 31, 2025, no later than 4:00PM
(PST/local).

Submissions will be accepted by means of electronic mail (email) addressed as follows: 

Kate Miller
Executive Director
Napa Valley Transportation Authority 625 Burnell Street.
Napa, CA 94559 

RFQ No. 25-R15

Submissions shall be submitted by means of electronic mail to echarrier@nvta.ca.gov and
rcoombs@nvta.ca.gov with the subject titled: Qualification Submission for RFQ No. 25-R15

We look forward to receiving your submission. 

Sincerely,

Kate Miller
Executive Director



REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

CUSTOM WRAP DESIGN FOR VINE ELECTRIC BUSES 

RFQ No. 25-R15 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

RFQ Issue Date January 07, 2025
Deadline for Qualification Submissions January 31, 2025, at 4:00PM (PST/local)
Finalist Selections Posted to NVTA website February 14, 2025
Award Agreement issued to Finalist(s) February 14, 2025
Deadline for Finalist(s) Preliminary 
Design Submissions

March 28, 2025, at 4:00PM (PST/local)

Finalist Invoice NVTA for Payment Following Receipt/Acceptance of 
Preliminary Design Submission 

Artist Awardee Selection(s) Posted to 
Vine/NVTA website

April 14, 2025

Award Agreement Issued to Selected Artist(s) April 14, 2025
Due Date to NVTA for Final Artwork May 28, 2025 
Awardees Invoice NVTA for Payment Following Receipt/Acceptance of Final 

Product



SECTION I - INTRODUCTION

The Napa Valley Transportation Authority (NVTA) is a joint powers authority 
established in June of 1998 with members including the cities of American
Canyon, Calistoga, Napa, St. Helena, the Town of Yountville, and the County
of Napa. The work activities of NVTA are defined by the joint powers
agreement and overseen by the Board of Directors made up of elected officials 
from the respective member agencies, and an ex-officio member from the 
Paratransit Coordinating Council (PCC).

NVTA serves as the countywide transportation planning body for the 
incorporated and unincorporated areas within Napa County and is responsible
for programming State and Federal funding for transportation projects within 
the county. NVTA is charged with coordinating short- and long-term planning 
and funding within an intermodal policy framework in the areas of highways,
streets and roads, transit and paratransit, and bicycle improvements.

NVTA also operates the Napa Vine Transit services. Napa Vine provides inter- 
county/city transit services between Napa Valley Cities, towns and the
Counties of Sonoma, Solano, and Contra Costa. Napa Vine Go is the
companion paratransit residents. In addition, the 
Vine suite of services includes American Canyon Transit, St. Helena Transit, 
the Yountville Bee-Line, City of Napa On-Demand service, and the Calistoga 
Shuttle. The fleet consists of 75 vehicles and provides roughly 1,000,000 trips 
per year prior to COVID (in Fiscal Year 2018-2019) and over 300,000 trips
during COVID (in Fiscal Year 2020-2021).

The Napa Valley Transportation Authority (NVTA) is also the local 
transportation sales tax authority. NVTA is responsible for the oversight and
administration of Measure T, the
½% sales tax for street and road improvements approved by the voters on
November 6, 2012.



SECTION II – SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

NVTA is seeking artists interested in designing and submitting artwork to NVTA to 
be made into a custom bus wrap and publicly displayed on one or more of Vine 
Transit’s new 40’ Gillig electric buses. The dimensions of the bus are found in
Attachment A. 

NVTA reserves the right to make one or more awards or no award from this 
solicitation. 

2. THEME:

Artwork should represent the artist’s unique perspective and/or style and be 
conceptualized around the Napa Valley region, community spirit and sustainable 
living. NVTA is advancing towards its zero-emission goals by acquiring electric 
transit buses therefore the theme should be one that inspires the community, 
through art, to embrace Napa Valley’s greener transportation methods. 
Additionally, project must incorporate Vine Transit and NVTA logos. 

3. ENTRANT QUALIFICATION 

Entrants must be 18 years of age or older unless those persons under the age of 
18 are able to show proof of legal guardian consent included with the artwork 
submission. In the event a person under the age of 18 is selected as a Finalist 
and/or an Awardee, the Agreement and payment will be made to the legal 
guardian of the Artist. 

 
4. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Each phase of submissions must be sent by email to: Emily Charrier, 
Communications and Outreach Coordinator: echarrier@nvta.ca.gov and Renel 
Coombs, Procurements & Contracts Administrator: rcoombs@nvta.ca.gov by the 
Deadline for Submissions dates stated in the Project Schedule, page 3.  

 
PHASE I: ART SAMPLES 
 
1. One (1) page letter of introduction for the Artist and for each work submission. 

Introduction must include: 
a. Name 
b. Address 



c. Contact Information

2. No more than ten (10) digital images of Artist’s original artwork that are 
representative of the Artist’s capability to qualify for this project. 

3. An additional one (1) page description of the digital images submitted to 
include:

a. Title
b. Media
c. Size 
d. Date

4. If Artists experience trouble submitting their digital images and/or the digital 
images exceed 20MB, Artists must email to Emily Charrier, Communications 
and Outreach Coordinator, at echarrier@nvta.ca.gov, who will provide a 
Dropbox link. 

PHASE II: PRELIMINARY DESIGN 

1. One (1) page letter of introduction to Artist and for work submission. 

Introduction must include: 
a. Name
b. Address
c. Contact Information

2. Digital image of original artwork based upon the project theme, as described 
in Section II, 2. Theme.  

5. WITHDRAWL OF SUBMISSION: 
 
An Artist may withdraw its submission at any time before the Deadline for 
Submissions dates stated in the Project Schedule, page 3, of this RFQ, by 
sending an email to: Renel Coombs, Procurement and Contracts Administrator, 
at: rcoombs@nvta.ca.gov. 
 

6. SELECTION PROCESS: 

The selection process will consist of two (2) phases that are aligned with the 
submission phases.  

1. Phase I: 
 



a. Phase I includes Artist(s) submitting artwork samples using the 
instructions provided in Section II, 4, Phase I: Art Samples.

b. Up to, but no more than, three (3) finalists will be selected based upon 
scoring criteria below: 

Evaluation Factor Scoring Criteria 
Napa Valley (Local) Artist 5% 
Quality of Submissions 25%
Knowledge and Use of 

Media Required
25%

Overall Visual Appeal  45%
TOTAL 100%

 

c. Selection of Finalist(s) will be made from the Phase I selection process 
and the results will be posted to the project solicitation page of NVTA’s 
website. An email will also be sent to all Entrants with scores received 
and selection results, in accordance with the Project Schedule, Page 3 
of this RFQ. Finalist selection results will be posted to NVTA’s website 
without the scores received.   
 

d. No payment will be made for entries made during this phase.

2. Phase II:

a. The Finalist(s) chosen from Phase I will create a preliminary bus wrap 
design based upon the project theme, Section II., 2. Theme. 

b. Artists notified of their selection will be required to fill out a W-9 Form 
and sign an Agreement prior to preparing the preliminary design for 
selection. The Agreement will be made for a fixed amount of seven 
hundred and fifty dollars ($750) to be used towards reimbursement of 
costs for materials and supplies needed to create the preliminary 
design. 

c. The terms and conditions to the agreement are attached to this RFQ, 
ATTACHMENT B.

d. Up to, but no more than, two (2) Artists will be chosen, and a separate 
Agreement will be made to the Artist(s) selected to prepare the final 
artwork piece to be installed on Vine Transit Buses. 



e. Evaluation of Phase II artwork will be scored based upon the below
criteria:

Evaluation Factor Scoring Criteria 
Artistic Quality and 

Originality
25% 

Community Context 25% 
Relevance to Napa Valley 

Community and 
Sustainable 

Transportation 

50%

TOTAL 100% 

a. Selection of Awardee(s) will be made from the Phase II selection
process and the results will be posted to the project solicitation page of
NVTA’s website. An email will also be sent to each Finalist(s)
separately with scores received and selection results, in accordance
with the Project Schedule, Page 3 of this RFQ. Awardee selection
results will be posted to NVTA’s website without the scores received.

b. Artwork. The designer/vendor agrees to provide NVTA with a vector. le
in AI, EPS, PDF, and SVG formats as well as a PNG of the winning
design. The designer/vendor also agrees to provide additional
variations upon request including White Background, Colored
Background, Black & White, and Solid Colors. All deliverables are
referenced herein as de.ned as the ("Logo"). Variation requests are
required to take place within 2 weeks of selecting a winner.

7. EVALUATION COMMITTEE

The evaluation committee will be made up of a combination of NVTA committee
members, employees including Transdev, a contractor of NVTA. The proposed
committee consists of:

a. Napa Valley Transportation Authority Executive Director or designee
b. One (1) Citizen’s Advisory Committee Member
c. One (1) Paratransit Coordinating Committee Member
d. Two (2) Napa Valley Transportation Authority Employees
e. One (1) Transdev Employee

SECTION III - AWARD 



1. AWARD AGREEMENT

Two awards will be made:

Second Place award in the amount of one thousand, five hundred ($1,500); and,

First Place award in the amount of five thousand ($5,000), payable upon
completion of the final artwork. To receive payment, the Artist(s) will invoice NVTA
following acceptance/approval of artwork from NVTA.

The terms and conditions to the agreement are attached to this RFQ,
ATTACHMENT B.

2. ARTWORK

The designer/vendor agrees to provide NVTA with a vector .le in AI, EPS, PDF,
and SVG formats as well as a PNG of the winning design. The designer/vendor
also agrees to provide additional variations upon request including: White
Background, Colored Background, Black & White, and Solid Colors. All
deliverables are referenced herein as de.ned as the ("Logo"). Variation requests
are required to take place within 2 weeks of selecting a winner.

3. REPRESENTATION

The designer/vendor represents that, other than materials provided to the
designer/vendor from the buyer, the artwork is a wholly original work and was not
copied in part or whole from an existing Logo or work or otherwise violates any
intellectual property law or any other law or right belonging to a third party. The
designer/vendor represents that they are the sole author or owner of the artwork,
and that the artwork does not violate any patents, trademarks, service or
copyrights of another person, form, or entity.

4. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP

The designer/vendor, upon purchase, thereby irrevocably transfers all rights,
ownership, intellectual property interest and legal title of the artwork to the buyer.
The designer/vendor will not use the design of the artwork in any further or
derivative work (except for display as an example of the designer's work for
portfolio purposes except as indicated herein) nor offer to resell the artwork to
anyone else as NVTA obtains sole and exclusive ownership to the artwork upon
purchase: it cannot be resold.





NVTA

Compensation.

$_____________)

Method of Payment.

Independent Contractor.

Insurance.

Hold Harmless/Defense/Indemnification.

Termination.

Notices.

Amendment/Modification.

Interpretation; Venue.

Compliance with Laws.

Authority to Contract.

Covenant of No Undisclosed Conflict

Attorney's Fees.

Entirety of Contract.

ATTACHMENT B




